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Open Day 
 
We all had a fantastic, hail free day, at Open Day. My thanks again to everyone involved; Terry Tinsley and his H & 
G team; Mike and his tournament team; the Social Committee under David; John Venn and the McGuire’s and all 
those members who attended and or helped in some way. We are simply the best. 

 
 

Trustees 
 
For those members who attended the AGM you would know we elected two trustees on the day; Graham 
Blackburn and Rod Ellice. Our third trustee during 2015, Garnet Willmott, was not present. In discussions after the 
AGM, Garnet indicated a desire to stand down and Keith Farley kindly volunteered to replace him. 
 
Trustees fill a very important role in the Club and I am grateful for the work they do.  Garnet, I thank you for your 
services in 2015. To Graham and Rod thank you for standing again and Keith, thank you for your willingness to 
take on this role. We are very fortunate to have so many members take on leadership positions in the Club. 
 
 

Strategic Planning   
 
Our current strategic plan expires this year and it is necessary to develop a new plan to guide our Club over the 
next five or more years. A small committee has been established and held its first meeting on Monday 26 October.  
 
I welcome any member who wishes to contribute to our future to please contact me and join our committee. Will all 
those strategic thinkers please step forward? 
 
 

On the Sick List! 
 
Darren Tandy (son of Barry) currently undergoing chemo. Our thoughts and prayers are with you, Darren. Get well 
soon. 
 
Heather Adorno who is also undergoing chemo, we miss you around the Club. Hope to see you soon. Peter, come 
on down to the courts for a game. We need some competition. 
 
Terry O’Meara had an unfortunate fall on the tennis court – wishing you a speedy recovery! 
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                                                                                  Wembley Downs Tennis Club Inc. 

The Player 

From the President – John Pritchard 



Captain’s Room – Mike Underwood 
 

October is always a busy month so have a bit to cover in my report below. 

Day Captains Required 

Just to update members I haven’t been swamped with interest in finding at least 2 new Day Captains. The 

commitment is pretty much only two afternoons every quarter and always quite rewarding. Our current Day 

Captains are doubling up in a few roles so it is imperative we add to our squad to spread the work load. Training 

will be provided and we will make sure new Day Captain’s are eased into the role over several months. Of course 

we would prefer volunteers however our next step will be tapping regular social players on the shoulder. And if you 

are out injured at the moment it is a nice way to stay involved. 

Handicap Tournament 

 

The 2015 Handicap events were held over two weekends; Saturday and Sunday 10th & 11th October and Sunday 

18th October. This was the first time we tried them prior to the league season and the level of tennis was excellent 

as was the spirit contested.  Our aim is to build on this momentum in 2016. A big thank you to Alan McLaughlin for 

a job well done. Alan’s tournament wrap is provided below: 

The Mixed Doubles played on Saturday 18th involved two round-robin groups of 6 pairs. Group A results showed 

both Tammy Reddell/Gareth Fricker and Fiona Cargill/Brian Fricker winning 4 matches out of the 5 played. Tammy 

and Gareth went through to the final with a better “games won” score. 

Group B yielded even closer winning results; Janet Paterson/Bill Ellis and Mary Gribbon/Matt Trefry both winning 4 

matches out of 5 and 22 winning games each. Mary & Matt only got through to the final with a lower “lost games” 

score. Matt & Mary were the Winners of the Final, 5 games to 1, with Tammy & Gareth Runners-up. 

The Mens Singles Group A winner, Scott Grundmann came through beating Tom Paterson and Andrew 

Blackburn, all three with 2 matches won and 1 match lost, on a higher “games won” score. Joel Forsyth was a clear 

winner of Group B with 3 matches won outright. In a tight and exciting final, Scott Grundmann coming through the 

winner, 6 games to 4, with Joel Forsyth Runner-up.  

There was no ladies singles event this year due to number however it will be our priority in 2016.  

The Men’s and Ladies’ Doubles competitions were cut short by rain. The winners  were determined by the best 

results obtained to the point rain intervened. The Ladies Winners were Laraine Penberthy & Lorraine Sims with 

Runners-up Meg Simpson and Fiona Cargill. 

Gareth Fricker and Matt Trefry were clear winners of the Men’s Doubles with Chris George and Alan 

McLaughlin Runners-up. 

Please see photos of presentations at the end of this report. 
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League Update 

Our 2015 summer league season commenced a couple of weeks ago and so far there has been some fantastic 

tennis played across all divisions in midweek day/night and weekend. All Perth Tennis Clubs have been affected by 

significant teething problems with a new Tennis Australia competition platform and grading system that wasn’t 

ready for launch. Our Junior and Senior Supervisors, Team Captains/Managers, Coaches and players are all doing 

their best to cope with the changes and Tennis Australia now seem to be catching up. On a positive note there are 

some advantages in having systems that are uniform Australia wide, the downside is Tennis West had a very good 

competition system in place and at this stage I am not sure if the positives are going to outweigh the negatives. 

Anyway endeavouring to keep an open mind.    

 

 

Members In Competition 

Our roving VP, State League Manager, Day Captain, Tennis West Official and ageing Vets over 35 league player 

Peter Doherty provided a summary below of WDTC members in an important tournament below: 

WDTC was well represented in the finals of the recent (9-11 October) ZAP Fast4 AMT Tournament held out at the 

State Tennis Centre. Alex Downey defeated Rafe Bonini in the Mens Final. Marcus Bouckaert defeated Luca 

Bonini in the Mens Consolation Final. Crystal Mildwaters was defeated in 3 sets in the Ladies Final. 

State Vets Championships 2015   

WDTC members were well represented at this years event. Please see photos of our members in action Fred 

Lerch/Sean Macfarlane and Di Rice/Rosie Haris below. A full list of all State Title winners is provided at the end of 

this report. 

            

 

 



Tennis West Awards 

Our Treasurer, Tournament/League Committee member and one of our Midweek Team Captains Janet Paterson 

attended these awards representing our club, as a guest of Nola’s company Event Style, and her wrap is provided 

below: 

‘I had a lovely evening at the WA Tennis Industry Awards Night last Friday.  The venue was the State Reception 

Centre Kings Park (Upstairs of Frasers Restaurant). It was a balmy evening and it was lovely to have drinks and 

canapes outside on the lawn prior to the main event.   

The reception room was beautifully decorated and we enjoyed a three course meal with Margaret River wines and 

first-rate music from the band Proof.  Our club had two members as nominees, both of whom were successful in 

winning awards. Tristan Schoolkate won the Karen Bucens award. Congratulations to Tristan. 

The most outstanding 35+ tennis senior award was won by Margaret Robinson, who, as an octogenarian, only just 

met the age criteria!  Margaret has an amazing tennis history and is a very worthy winner. What I love about 

Margaret is that she is always happy to play with anyone of any ability and is gracious in her praise and 

encouragement. Congratulations Margaret.’ 

 

 

  



Training Fitness/Tennis Tip of The Month 

As always consult your doctor/physio before trying any of these tips 

Our members are dropping like flies at present from soft tissue to overuse injuries (at least one overuse injury may 

not have been tennis related) so keep the tips rolling in This month’s tip is the benefits of using portable fitness 

trackers. This applies to tennis players at all levels from social to advanced.  

I use a Fitbit Surge and it does assist in providing motivation to maintain physical activity every day. The theory is 

reaching 10,000 steps a day, through a range of activities provides all round health benefits. I recently read an 

article where Perth CEOs were choosing not catch a taxi/bus to meetings and were walking to get their steps up. 

Or meetings would be a walk and talk instead of the typical boardroom setting. 

And for our young developing players I see another benefit in tracking activity to avoid overtraining and associated 

soft tissue injuries. If anyone wants to have a look at one just let me know and you can give my Surge a go.   

       

STATE VETS TITLE WINNERS! 

 

 

 

 

 



2015 HANDICAP TOURNAMENT WINNERS AND RUNNERS UP! 

                 

Scott, Alan, John and Joel 

                                    

                         

        Laraine, Lorraine, Alan, Fiona and Meg                                            Gareth, Tammy, Alan, Matt and Mary 

 

Alan, Matt, Gareth and Chris 



State League Report – Peter Doherty 
 
 

                                                                        
 
State League Report Round 2 

The Properties & Pathways WDTC State League Team had their second win of the season in Round 2 against 

Peppermint Grove T. C. winning all 6 rubbers. It was great to see Alan and Bev Doggett from Properties & 

Pathways in the crowd supporting the team.  

Here’s the best player for the day, Darren Slater. Darren won his singles match against Troy Hargraves 6/3, 6/3.  

 

State League Report Round 3 
This week the Properties & Pathways WDTC State League Team was up against the other new Club to State League, 
Mt. Lawley. 
 
The first two sets of the two singles matches went to tie-breakers and it looked like we were in for a long afternoon. 
After winning the tie-breakers, Brenton Bacon and Darren Slater were more confident in their second sets, winning 
6/2. 
 
Sam Ashenden showed he enjoyed playing at No. 3, winning very well 6/0, 6/1. 
 
Jake Robinson was again comfortable playing No. 1, winning a high quality match 6/3, 6/2. In a close decision, Jake 
was selected as MVP for the day. 
 
Brenton and Jake were defeated in the No. 1 Doubles by a more experienced pair 6/1, 6/4. 
 
Sam and Darren proved to be a class above their opponents, winning 6/0, 6/2. 
 
Overall WDTC won by 5 rubbers to 1. 



 
Here’s Brenton preparing for his next match. 

 
The team next plays at home on Sat. 28/11/15 against Sorrento T.C. Please come and support our team!  
 
 
Peter Doherty – Team Manager 

 

 

WDTC Annual Golf Classic  
 

WDTC Annual Golf Day Report 2015 
 
This year, 36 golfers, nine teams of four, enjoyed a wonderful spring day at the Wembley Golf complex playing an 
Ambrose event. 
  
The day commenced with each team having a team photo taken by Jon Bowden. Photos at the end of Player! 
(Please see Jon if you would like a copy of your team’s photo). 
 
This was followed by a novelty event of hitting a golf ball nearest a flag placed eighty metres down the fairway. 
Everyone had to use one of Jon’s old putters. David Simpson enjoyed the event so much he had two goes at it. 
Nigel Breeze showed that he knew how to use the old club by hitting his ball within a metre of the flag. 
 
The eventual winning team was “Bush Bashers” consisting of Gary Atkinson, Dennis Gillespie, Lawrence Ellis 
and Marnie Taylor. 
 
Prizes were presented to the winning team and novelty event winners by Jeff Wright and Gary Booth. 
 
Following the presentations a fantastic dinner, prepared by Lorraine Sims, was enjoyed by 34 diners. 
  
The selection of the team to organise next year’s event was via a lottery. The five teams that did not have a 
representative from this year’s organising team were placed in the trophy and the lucky team to be drawn out was 
the Club Professionals. The Club Professionals team consisted of Gary Penberthy, Jan Hibbard, Gordon Gregory 
and Trevor Lusty. 
 
Thanks to everyone who played on the day and to my fellow organising team members. 
 
Peter Doherty 
On behalf of the 2015 organising team 
 
 
 

                   
 
 



Members – David Drake 
 

 A big, warm, welcome to the following new members -Edwin Hou, Ethan Schaap, Liz Stone, Barry Stone, Gai 
Breakwell and Kim Breakwell! 
                                
 

Many Happy Returns! 
 
Happy birthdays to Gordon Gregory, Meg Simpson, Nola Carmignani, (a big one!) Kay Wood, Tina Lord, Sandie 
Bateman (another big one!)  and anyone else celebrating birthdays! 

 
 

     

 
 
Social Committee News – David Simpson 

 
Saturday 12th December Children’s and  Adult’s Xmas party! 
 
Father Xmas and fun things for the children. Traditional Ham and Turkey dinner for the adults. 
 
Please mark the date in your diary NOW!!! Posters will be up soon!! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The Witches were out and about during Halloween at W.D.T.C.! 
 

 



Mid-Week Ladies – Wendy Hawkes  
 

The Mid-Week Ladies Opening Day, on Thursday 15th October, was attended by 24 ladies dressed as “hippies” for 

our 70’s-inspired “Flower Power” theme. The local op shops were well supported, clothes were dragged out of 

mothballs and some very creative outfits were put together. Val Severn was a well-deserved winner of the “Best 

Dressed” award.  

 
 
A huge thanks to Barbara Jones, Bernadette Brooke-Smith and Val Severn for organizing such a successful day, 
which was thoroughly enjoyed by all and was a very positive start to the season. 
 
Congratulations to the winners of the fun tournament. Heather Maitre was the top scorer (20 points), followed by 
Jenny McCracken (17 points) and Setsuko McGrath (15 points). They each received a potted plant as a prize, 
kindly donated by Barb, Bernie and Val. 
 
Lunch was exceptional. Thanks to everyone for their fantastic dishes and for chipping in and helping to clean up, as 
usual. 
 
On Thursday 12 November 17 ladies went for a very enjoyable lunch at 47 Kirwan Street Café! Thanks to Donna 
Lynch for organizing! 
 
Midweek ladies Christmas Craft Fair –Thursday 10th December – Mark the Date!! All welcome! 
 
Midweek ladies Christmas Lunch – Thursday 17th December – please bring a salad or a dessert! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Members Out and About    
 

Alan and Bev Doggett treated members to a fabulous Cocktail evening at the Club during October! A fantastic night 

was had by one and all with a few sore heads the next day!! 

 



 

 

Not only that, Alan’s company, PROPERTIES & PATHWAYS are major sponsors of our State League team! 

 

 

Thankyou – Alan and Bev! 

Global Tennis – Joe McCarthy 
 

Joe McCarthy 

Director of Global Tennis. 



(Mob) 0439497032 

(Email) joe@globaltennis.com.au 

www.globaltennis.com.au 

 

 

 

We are launching some new cardio tennis and adult group lessons in term 4 ready for the summer of tennis. All the 

details can be found below.  With new coaches and class formats we look forward to helping you improve your 

game!! 

 

Adult group lessons/Cardio tennis. 

Cardio Tennis is a fun group activity for anyone at any playing level looking for a fun way 

to burn calories & interact with others outside of the gym. We will be offering Cardio 

Tennis at WDTC on the below days. Come down for a try your first session is always 

FREE so bring a friend and try it out. Call or email us to book in. 

 

 Tuesdays 700-800 pm $20.00 per session. 

 Fridays 930-1030 am $20.00 per session. 

 

Adult Group Lessons 

We will be offering both adult beginner and intermediate classes on the below days and 

times. These classes are a great way to learn the game in a group environment with 

Players of a similar standard. You must book in for these but you do not need to 

commit for a whole term. The intermediate groups are perfect for pennant players and 

teams wanting to practice. 

 

 Mondays 1000-1100 am Intermediate group $20.00 per session  

 Wednesdays 700-800pm Intermediate group/drills tactics $20.00 per session  

 Thursdays 930-1030am Beginners group $20.00 per session.  

 

Adult League training sessions 

Whether you are in mid week team, night league or Saturday afternoon team we offer 

team training once a week for league teams. With a focus on tactical development, 

mailto:joe@globaltennis.com.au
http://www.globaltennis.com.au/


doubles fundamentals as well as technical work on areas such as serve and return these 

sessions are a great way to improve and train as a team. Please Call Joe or email 

joe@globaltennis.com.au to book in for a lesson. 

 

 

 

 

                                        
                           

 Upcoming Events – please mark them on your Calendar! 
 

SATURDAY 12TH DECEMBER  - CHILDRENS AND ADULTS CHRISTMAS PARTY ! 

THURSDAY 10th DECEMBER – MIDWEEK LADIES CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR! 

 

                     WDTC Uniforms 
 

All pennant players are expected to wear the shirts/tops with plain navy blue shorts/skirts or skorts. 

 

 

 

Defibrillator 
 

Please remember to check out the following link, which gives a short, 3-step demonstration on how to 
use the club’s defibrillator (press Ctrl + click to follow link). 
 

http://www.healthcare.philips.com/pwc_hc/main/shared/Assets/multimedia/flash/resuscitation/AED/HS1_onsit
e_demo/index.wpd 
 
 
‘Like’ Wembley Downs Tennis Club and you’ll see all the latest notifications, 
offers, photos and news! Your participation will encourage others and give 
our club exposure to possible new members.  Thanks to those who have 
already checked in! 
 

 

 

 

                                                                          Quote of the month 
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Direct from the Presidents mouth – DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE – YOU WILL GET 

CAUGHT!!! 

 

 

The Funny Side 
 

Sat Nav 

I have a little Satnav, It sits there in my car 

A Satnav is a driver’s friend, it tells you where you are. 

I have a little Satnav, I’ve had most my life 

It’s better than the normal ones, my Satnav is my wife. 

It gives me full instructions, especially how to drive 

“It’s sixty Ks an hour”, it says, “You’re doing sixty five”.  

It tells me when to stop and start, and when to use the brake 

And tells me that it’s never ever, safe to overtake. 

It tells me when a light is red, and when it goes to green 

It seems to know instinctively, just when to intervene. 

It lists the vehicles just in front, and all those to the rear 

And taking this into account, it specifies my gear. 

I’m sure no other driver, has so helpful a device 

For when we leave and lock the car, it still gives me advice. 

It fills me up with counselling, each journey’s pretty fraught 

So why don’t I exchange it, and get a quieter sort? 

Ah well, you see, it cleans the house, makes sure I’m properly fed 

It washes all my shirts and things, and keeps me warm in bed! 

Despite all these advantages, and my tendency to scoff, 

I only wish that now and then, I could turn the b****r off. 

 



Club  Sponsors 
 

WA Profiling   Wellington Surplus Stores  Signzone 
Jaydee Airconditioning Bateman Architects   Bada Bing Cafe  
Wright Real Estate  Diana Rice Interiors   Tennis Only  

 Axis Travel   The Downs Chemist   Met Recruitment  
 Robert Martin   Vince Panajia    David & Meg Simpson 
 Tom & Janet Paterson 
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WEMBLEY DOWNS TENNIS CLUB GOLF CLASSIC 2015 

   

            

    

               

       

               

 

           

 

 



 

 

 

 

                                                                 
 

                        


